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Romans 12:4-8

For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do
not all have the same function, so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and
each member belongs to all the others. We have different gifts, according to the
grace given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance
with your faith; if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; if it is to
encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to
lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.

Belonging
"Long-term interpersonal relationships are the crucible of genuine progress in the

Christian life. People who stay also grow. People who leave do not."
- Joseph Hellerman, When the Church Was a Family



It is the child who knows they have a secure home — a safe place to land — who
has the confidence and boldness to go out into the world.

If belonging is what makes you bold enough to go — what is that boldness actually
for, once you get out there?

What is that belonging actually going to do”?
What is that boldness actually for, once you get out there?

Belonging Requires a Body

“We are not human beings having a spiritual experience, we are spiritual beings
having a human experience."
- Teilhard de Chardin

God calls humanity good (Genesis 1:31)
God entered our world in a body (John 1:14)
Glorified, raised body (1 Corinthians 15:42-44)

Romans 12:4-5
One body, with many members, each one belonging to all the others.

What is my purpose here, in this family, in this body?
What is the meaning of my being in this room—on this earth—at all?

Romans 12:4-8

For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do
not all have the same function, so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and
each member belongs to all the others. We have different gifts, according to the
grace given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance
with your faith; if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; if it is to
encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to
lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.



Romans 12:4-5

For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do
not all have the same function, so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and
each member belongs to all the others.

You Belong—Before Anything Else

"We love in order to know, not the other way around. Treating someone as an
object to extract information from is a fundamentally different posture than actually
knowing them, and it will never get you there. The real thing, whether it's a person
or a gift, only discloses itself inside a relationship you've already committed to."

- Esther Meek

Romans 12:4-5

For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do
not all have the same function, so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and
each member belongs to all the others.

Romans 12:4-5

For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do
not all have the same function, so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and
each member belongs to all the others.

Romans 12:6
We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us.

If the use and exercise of my spiritual gifts are where meaning shows up, does a
bigger spiritual gift mean more meaning?

Does more visible mean more valuable?

1 Corinthians 12:22-23

On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable,
and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor. And the
parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty...



Romans 12, 1 Corinthians 12, & Ephesians 4

- Prophecy (propheteia) — Spirit-given speech that reveals God's will, for the
strengthening, encouragement, and comfort of the church (1 Corinthians
14:3).

- Service (diakonia) — Practical, often unseen acts that meet real needs in the
body; the same word used for Paul's own apostolic ministry (2 Corinthians
4:1).

- Teaching (didaskalia) — Instructing others in truth so it takes root in how they
actually live, not just what they know (Ezra 7:10).

- Encouragement (paraklesis) — Coming alongside someone to strengthen,
comfort, or exhort them toward faithfulness. The same root as the Spirit's
title, "Comforter" (John 14:16).

- Giving (haplotes) — Generosity marked by singleness of heart, not
calculation (2 Cor. 9:7).

- Leading (proistemi) — Diligent, attentive oversight that goes before and cares
for others, not domination (1 Timothy 3:4-5).

- Mercy (eleeo) — Compassion extended to those in distress, carried out with
genuine cheerfulness, not grudging duty (Luke 10:37).

The Invitation to Receive

The difference between choosing to serve and choosing to be a servant.
Servanthood

1 Corinthians 13:2-3

"If | have the gift of prophecy...but do not have love, | am nothing. If | give all |
possess to the poor...but do not have love, | gain nothing"



